
This past Tuesday morning we welcomed back our students to a new academic year here at St. 

Francis School.  It is always great fun to have our school building filled with our student’s 

laughter and joy.   That is what makes a school a school and not just a building.  After our 

parents dropped off the kids, I went with Mr. Summer and blessed all the students and their 

classrooms as we began the new year. 

  

On Wednesday we had our first school Mass of the year, the Mass of the Holy Spirit.  In the 

Catholic Church it is customary to inaugurate the new school year by invoking the Holy 

Spirit.  We ask God to send His tongues of fire upon each of our students and staff, that we will 

all have an amazing year filled with many graces and blessings. 

  

We ended the week with our First Friday Adoration and Benediction.  Each First Friday during 

the academic school year we have Solemn Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the Church, 

along with time for adoration and concluding with Solemn Benediction.  It is an amazing way to 

end the week with our students and to pay honor to our Lord Jesus through the Devotion to the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus (Check this link for more information on Devotion to the Sacred Heart 

http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/blog/index.cfm?id=206 ). 

  

Our school Mass and First Friday Benediction are open to the whole parish and I would invite 

you to come and worship with our students. 

  

On another note, I have become aware that there have been a couple of individuals that have 

been asking for help before and after Mass over the past couple of weekends.  While we always 

want to greet all our visitors, our guests, as Christ, I would ask that you please direct these 

individuals to myself, Deacon Bill, or Anna Wilson and we will be able to assist them with their 

needs or connect them with which ever organization can address their needs.  Thank you.  May 

our dear St. Francis bless them and protect them.  And, I as always I want to thank you for your 

generosity in providing the various materials that we need to meet the needs of our brothers and 

sisters! 

  

As we begin our entry to the wonderful season of fall, let us take a moment to reflect with 

gratitude on the abundance of our harvest that we are currently bringing in from the 

fields.  Giving thanks to the Lord our God for all that He does for us and most generously gives 

to us.  Let us also try to be mindful of how we can assist our brothers and sisters that are 

recovering from hurricane Harvey in Texas and those that have lost homes and lives from the 

fires burning in much of Oregon and Southern California.  Even if it is only to say a prayer, may 

our blessed Lord never leave their side. 
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